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This was Utica. The other Phoenician settlements, of which
we know so little until their names appear in Skylax and later
geographers, and the cities themselves in the archeology of
Roman Africa, appear to have been even smaller than
Gades ; that is to say, they remained mere " factories ",
at least until the Carthaginian imperial age.
As to the date of all this, the ancient writers believed that
it was very early in the Dark Age ; " soon after the fall of
Troy," says Strabo (i, 48); Gades and Utica are supposed to
have been founded in 1100 and 1087 b.c. respectively,1 no
doubt on the authority of the Tyrian chronicles.2 How far
these can be trusted on this matter, it is quite impossible for
us to say ; archaeological confirmation is lacking, but in view
of the small size of these Phoenician outposts and their extra-
ordinary poverty in art this is not very surprising. And the
Phoenician voyages, especially in search of the metals, for
which Asia offered an insatiable demand, may be presumed
to have begun, as we should gather from Homer, and as the
chronicles evidently said, soon after the Minoan debacle and
the breakdown of the Minoan carrying trade. Very probably,
however, the editors of these chronicles, if one may suppose
that like the Old Testament histories they suffered redaction
from time to time, or even Menandros of Ephesos himself,
may have thrown back the foundation of Gades and Utica
(showing the usual passion for antiquity) to a date really
that of the first exploration of those lands. The answer to
the question how Tartessos can have been a virgin market
when Kolaios the Samian discovered it by accident, quite
late in the seventh century, and made his fortune, is pre-
sumably that Kolaios struck a different part of the coast.
There is at any rate no basis whatever for the statement
sometimes made, that Hiram, the ally of Solomon, in the
i Velleius, 1, 2, 4. Cf. Eduard Meyer (Geach. d. Alt, II, ii, p. 79, n. 2;
pp. 83-* and an,} who criticizes Beloch's extreme scepticism, Q,0,1, ii, § 96.
a Cf. the pseud-Aristotelian Book of Wonders, ch, 184, which cites a
Phoenician source. For the existence and value of these chronicles, cf, Joseph.,
Antiq, viii, ii, 7; Against Apian, i, 17, 20 (using Menandros of Ephesos). It
may be noted that the temple and priests of Melkarth, with the king and
mb court, were spared in the sack of Alexander,

